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Location: 

This project will be located in one of Jeddah‟s largest slums known as Karantina. The 

district is situated in the south of Jeddah near the city‟s oil refinery. It is mainly inhabited 

by illegal immigrants who came to Saudi Arabia from various African countries as well 

as other areas of the world to perform Hajj pilgrimage, overstaying illegally for up to 

several generations. Unfortunately, this site is commonly known for high rates of 

poverty, crime and other social diseases.  

Vision:  

Our project aims to upgrade a sample of the site with a pilot set of modular expandable 

row-houses that will give the people living there a place worth living in and a 

neighborhood that is safe for their children.  

Mission: 

This project is designed based on an analytical study done on Karantina to help upgrade 

it. A main focus point in this project is the issues of safety that this neighborhood lacks. 

Replacing the irregular dwells known as “Popular Houses” with proper legal housing 

units that will be well regulated will help create harmony to this neighborhood and help 

in solving the issue. Plus by boosting the architectural aspect, automatically the 
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environment will be a better place to live in. Most importantly the narrow irregular allies 

will be safer and more organized. This project as a whole will turn the neighborhood into 

a well-organized community that dwellers will feel safe, secure, protected and happy in.  

Issues with the Site: 

The site has several issues like the narrow alleys, dead ends and being at constant risk of 

floods. It is an area clustered with damaged houses that are made up of a room or two and 

a courtyard. Streets are unpaved and have no sidewalks, ground cover is composed of 

sand and stones, which causes the area to be easily polluted by the dust resulting from 

daily activities. Piles of garbage obstruct pedestrians and swarms of mosquitoes hover 

over stagnant pools of water that makes up a major health issue in this area and cause a 

horrible smell to arise, rats and cats to wander around, and an unpleasant view. Adding to 

that, the kids living there spend half of their time in these streets and this puts their lives 

in danger; thus making it a drastic issue. 
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Client and End User: 

Client:  Most of the houses in the slum of Karantina are owned by low-income Saudi 

citizens, who do not have enough money to renovate or fix these properties and prefer 

renting them at low rates. 

End Users: Our field observation and site analysis revealed that the sample area of houses 

show a balanced number of male and female residents. Where the number of adults 

exceeds the number of children and the provenance of people is Sudan, Nigeria, and 

Cameron. As most of their income comes from the father, and in some cases the mother 

would have to work during the day to help cover the rent. Most of these families suffer 

from health problems such as high blood pressure, anemia, and joint ache; making it 

harder to work and cover the expenses thus almost half of them are unemployed. The 

legal families send their children to schools mostly by bus, as it is rarely found that a 

family owns a car.  

Design solution: 

Our land had several issues like the 

narrow alleys, dead ends, and being 

at risk of floods. This project will 

tackle the issue of safety within the 

studied area of all Karantina. By creating a 

 project that establishes a strong visual connection between the indoor and the 

outdoors,we first startedby keepingthe original main streets and eliminated the narrow 

alleys to cut down from the budget, and thendesigned units that include windows and 

terraces to over look the alleys.  Adding to that we added an open space for common 
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activities to be held in, that is inspired fromobserving the lifestyle of the community that 

already existed, in which we found out that it is common for them to spend their free time 

on the streets and in between the narrow alleys. This open space will be viewed by all the 

new houses, which are designed to grow in height the further they are placed from the 

open space, creating an illusion of steps. 

Project phases: 

 Phase One: (Preparatory phase) Residents of our chosen portion of Karantina will 

be relocated to the new housing project close by that is being built at the moment 

by a private Saudi sector as part of a social development project for the poor.  

 Phase Two: Demolition of existing dwelling and preparation of the site for new 

construction. 

 Phase Three: Building of proposed row-houses and general organization of the 

site into its modified layout. 

 Phase Four: Relocation of original dwellers from the social development project 

into the new houses.  

 Phase Five: Settlements of additional residents into the additional homes.  

 Phase Six: Repeating the same system to close by blocks until the entire 

neighborhood is upgraded.  

Finances: 

Local corporates in Saudi Arabia are usually involved in charitable work as commitment 

to social responsibility, often providing funding in the form of grants to a variety of local 

development projects. . An example on that is a residential housing for foreign students at 

King Abdul-Aziz University in Jeddah that was built as a community development 
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project for five million riyals by a car ownership firm known as „Abdul-latif Jamil‟. This 

project will be fully funded with a grant; as its budget is similar to the housing‟s cost.  

 

Cost Break Down 

 

 

 

Total price of the project 5,332,096SAR (1,421,776 $) 

 

Unit Type 
Number of 

Units 
Area of Unit Price/m

2
 Price of the unit Total of prices of units 

Unit A 12 92.97sqm 
1200SAR/m 

(319.97$) 

111,567 SAR 

(29,748$) 

1,338,768SAR 

(356,975$) 

Unit B 13 92.97sqm 
1200SAR/m 

(319.97$) 

111,567SAR 

(29,748$) 

1,450,332SAR 

(386,723$) 

Unit C 8 92.97sqm 
1200SAR/m 

(319.97$) 

111,567SAR 

(29,748$) 

892,512SAR 

(237,983$) 

Unit D 1 168.47sqm 
1200SAR/m 

(319.97$) 

202,461SAR 

(53,906$) 

202,461SAR 

 (53,906$) 

Unit E 16 54.60sqm 
1200SAR/m 

(319.97$) 

655,520SAR 

(174,791$) 
1,048,320SAR 

(279,529$) 

Total cost of 

units 
4,932,096 SAR (1,315,118$) 

Additional fees 

Business costs and raising the cadastral area of the site and 

determine telephone services, water and electricity 

50,000SAR 

 (13332.25$) 

Acts of asphalt, floors, and landscaping the whole site 
100,000SAR  

( 26664.50$) 

Demolishing the existing houses 
250,000SAR  

 (66661.25$) 


