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The site 

 

The examined area is one of the suburban periphery of Rome, specifically the area south-

east, Morena. As well as much the suburbs of Roma, Morena is also the result of improper 

post-war reconstruction and abusiveness. Although subsequently have been brought 

forward regeneration schemes and proposals for such plans PEEP [Plan for Housing and 

Economic Popular] and PdZ [Area Plan] during the '70s none of them was ever made. The 

whole area south-east of Rome so keep still scarce urban planning and no quality on the 

build, as well as any recognition at the neighborhood level. The built has developed over 

the years with additions and accretions, elements of discontinuity, but also a symptom of 

timely response to the needs of the inhabitants of the moment. Within the district that is 

proposed is a model home that he can complete that area yet but unused farm which 



was the subject of the plans of the 70s, maybe even proposing as a solution for the 

residents of the same neighborhood and not only for new residents. 

The Accommodations 

 

The proposal drawn up based on the use of modular prefabricated structures-such as 

shipping containers appropriately adapted in order to become the best accommodation 

in all respects. The form used is that of two containers 40' high cube pushed together thus 

forming the base housing, so-called simplex. By overlapping two of these modules you get 

a double accommodation on two floors, duplex. The proposal is so within that research 

about the ISBU containers and prefabricated structures that provide high structural 

strength and especially the action of the earthquake, particularly important for the design 

in Italy. 

From an architectural point of view these accommodations are aggregated on three 

levels, two levels of simplex and one level of duplex, for a total of four floors. Each floor has 

10 apartments for a total of 30 accommodation units with a balcony in steel. The choice 

of the gallery as the distribution system stems from two different needs. The first is to reduce 

the cost of the accessories stairwells decreasing the number, while the second is the 



intention of maintaining visual continuity throughout the entire district. The height was 

chosen respecting what is the maximum height of the existing buildings in the area, 

however, proposing a densification. What is the proposal to avoid the recurrence of a 

housing widespread and sparse typical of abusiveness and at the same time avoiding the 

creation of "dormitory towns". What you want to keep the spontaneous construction is in 

fact the combination of "house and shop." Where necessary, in fact, the ground floor of 

the building will be reserved for commercial activities and workshops. Likewise were the 

size of housing choices that meet the current needs and social housing. The aim is to 

propose a number of small accommodation at low cost that enable young people to get 

out of the family home, virtually impossible with today's housing costs and rents, and a 

slightly lower number of accommodation suitable to accommodate new families. 

The use primarily of a single structure, the shipping containers, provides a reduction of the 

cost of traditional building, typical of concrete structures. Using the average cost of 

shipping containers 40' high cube, which is around $ 2750, and based on market prices of 

2012, the cost of a single accommodation consists of two containers is 30,000 Euros, 

inclusive of costs also the works of distribution, such as stairs, elevators and gallery, as well 

as the facade of the whole building. Are instead excluded from these costs of those 

facilities and services, for which always based on regional pricing system, the cost per 

square meter of single accommodation has been estimated, on the basis of chosen 

plants, between 1,150 and 1,350 Euros per square meter. The costs are so outlined : 

Shipping Container : 2750 dollari           

Waterproofing works :  20 Euros sqm 

false ceiling :  33 Euros sqm 

parquet floor :  120 Euros sqm 



Internal lining [for example stoneware ] : 30 Euros sqm 

External container lining : 30 Euros sqm 

PVC Frame with Insulated glass unit 4+6+4 : 400 Euros sqm 

 


