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Site Selection 

The selected site is in Izmit(Kocaeli), whis is located in Marmara Region and is a city 

that has coast to the Marmara Sea by Izmit Bay. It is a stop of highway, railway and marine 

transport of Turkey, which is a bridge between Europe and Asia continents. Izmit is one of the 

most important manufacturing industrial cities of Turkey where many factories are located. 

Proletaria with the minimum wage income, compose majority of population. 

Kocaeli University is in the city. 

The city has a low slope throughout the coastline; but a high slope in the interior parts, 

where the project site we selected is located. Fields with high slope have bay view. Izmit is in 

a first degree earthquake zone. 

Izmit has embraced Hellenic, Roman, Byzantine and Turkish civilizations. Especially 

in the selected site and its nearby area, there are samples of Ottoman civil architecture. Some 

of samples have been restorated by local administration and some are almost collapsed. 

Buildings that have been restorated are now used for commercial facilities such as cafes, 

hotels and they appear to be disconnected with the local community. Residents, whose homes 

are to be taken by the local government for restoration are unhappy due to the risk of losing 

their regular lives. 

Selected Project Site and Present Situation 

The selected project site is located in Akcakoca Neighborhood in the northern Izmit. 

Local people in selected site Hasanbeyoglu Street are those who live together for a number of 

decades and have lived like a single big family rather than plain neighbours. They were born 

as the member of that family and have formed their own families there. 



Urban renovation in Izmit including the selected area, necessitates extinction of sea 

viewed single, double or triple storied houses and deport of lives keeping friendship of 

centuries. Governors carry on urban renovations that involve uniformed, multistoried 

organizations with, insufficient green area. With similar approaches that have occurred in the 

past, today multistoried buildings rise along with the field and they block the bay view of the 

old buildings behind. 

People who face the threat of losing their homes because of misleading urban 

renovation intentions worry about being broken off from their living habitants and cultural 

bonds. Those who live in historical buildings, do not have enough wealth to restorate their 

houses, therefore they are force to sell their properties for small prizes, abandon the district 

and change their lives. As in other urban renovation projects in the country, new buildings 

constructed by the government or big companies will be sold out primarily for profit, and not 

for the use of the existing habitants. The local people do not know how to survive with their 

little income if they lose their houses. They slowly lose their neighbours, and cannot get 

organized to resist the upcoming future they do not want. They dream of a life with their old 

neighbours in the same region, but in better conditions. 

Present buildings in the selected project site is a threat for safety because they are 

more than hundred years old and are in the earthquake zone. People with insufficient income 

have to live in partially collapsed, unimproved houses with coal stove. Some of the buildings 

are left with their own fate and have become insecure places drug use. 

Approaching to site on foot is difficult due to the high slope of region, uphill ramps, 

and  curved roads.  

Traditional Turkish family formation requires a collective life together with parents, 

children  and grandparents and families living in the area are mostly traditional. 



Architectural Design 

It is aimed to design a project involving houses that are resistant to earthquake, 

minimizing heating problems and continuing to have balconies and bay views as people are 

used to living concordance with their usual culture. The intention is, to let the habitants 

continue to live with their habits and would be able to survive against incorrect urban 

renovation applications. 

The design has started with circulation axis which was the biggest problem for 

residents. In order to provide easy transportation of private and public vehicles, present roads 

have been enlarged, curves have been straightened, new axes have been designed to improve 

transportation between the houses and the streets. Vehicle roads have been enriched with 

capillary walking axes in a way that divides the project site into useful grids. Highly sloped 

ramps and multi stepped stairs have been turned into paths that residents could easily reach to 

shopping areas, vehicle axes and to their neighbours by suggested pedestrian axes. It has been 

thought that by this way circulation would increase communication and socialization. 

A square layout for the intersection of pedestrian axes and transportation axes of 

project site has been designed. Proposed within that square layout, are resting areas where 

people could spend time together, a bazaar where handmade products would be sold and a 

public education centre where various classes can be given to foster public cultural 

improvement. The square has been nourished socially, culturally and commercially by being 

connected with the shopping axis. 

Single, double or triple storied residences have been placed into the pedestrian routes 

do as to house gardens for public, semi-public or private usage. Thus, local people have not 

been separated from their usual life with gardens and sea view. Buildings are designed to be 

social residences and are positioned so as not to block each other’s bay view. It has been 



suggested that tree storey buildings would be used for accommodation of students as 

dormitories and of old people as nursing home, for a life in which variety of inhabitants help 

each other and enrich their experiences. 

For the buildings registered to restore, functions are proposed such as market, 

greengrocers, butchers after restoration to bring them into life again and not to be segregated. 

Registered buildings, surrounded by vehicle and pedestrian axes, have been placed in the 

location of shopping axis. Periphery of registered historical buildinns are planned to function 

as social centers with their green areas. 

Previously constructed buildings in the area are made from masonry at first floor, 

timber at second floor. Because of the slope, many masonry retaining walls are apparent in the 

region. Since it is common, economic, and suitable for possible earthquake situations, post 

and beam system of reinforced concrete is suggested. Brick use adopted in buildings’ dividing 

and exterior walls. Reuse of excavation material has been recommended in arrangement of 

retaining walls and filling in order to reduce cost. 

Timber truss roof which is used extensively in the region, has been approved.  Timber 

materials used as molds for during building reinforced concrete construction is suggested to 

use in timber truss roof construction.  

According to complete expanse calculation, a two storey residence with 55 square 

meters base area would cost about 45.815TL (16.420 €), a tree storey residence with 75 

square meters base area would cost about 93.712TL (33.588 €), 66 square meters base area 

would cost about 27.072 TL (9.702 €) (according to approximative construction unit coasts 

statement published by Chamber of Architects of Turkey). It has been predicted that coast 

could be reduced about %15 by reusing the materials and using system that do not require 

specific labor. 


