
SENSE OF ‘BELONGING’ VERSUS ALIENATION HFC-1471 

SITE SELECTION AND CHARACTERISTICS  

a. Geographical Location: The selected site is located within the borders of the 

Kocaeli province, which is an industrial city and close to İstanbul in the Marmara Region. The 

prominent characteristics of the city are rainy mild climate and high risk of earthquake. In its 

history, the city was initially established in the northern side of the biggest gulf of Marmara 

Sea, however today it has extended its settlement through gulf shore and has even reached the 

city boundary of İstanbul. The existing extension of the profit oriented market of İstanbul 

through the Marmara shore, explicitly displays that, Kocaeli will have been affected by this 

transformation by 2023. 

b. Historical process: The city has lost a significant part of the Architectural 

heritage of Ottoman Period one by one because of the reasons like transportation, 

industrialization, rural depopulation and profiting purposes beginning from the 1970s, and on 

the other hand some of these structures are still standing. However, because of the reasons 

like the population density, urban gentrification and profiting purposes which are dominant in 

the selected project site, the historical, social and cultural values of the city center are about to 

extinct. 

c. Siteboundary: The site boundary was determined to cover the Alacamescit and 

Çukurçeşme streets in the historical Akçakoca Neighborhood of Kocaeli. As a result of the 

survey studies conducted in the site, it was determined that the concepts like social 

relationship, sensitiveness, feeling of security, comfort, integrity and sincerity are fading 

away. An important reason for this condition is that the historical buildings to be preserved 

are abandoned because of the intention to convert them for the touristic purposes and used by 

the new comers temporarily, who are unfamiliar with the neighborhood. 



Accordingly, the most meaningful outcome of the existing risks was depicted as 

‘alienation’, because the priority is to overcome this threat in order to sustain the social life 

with a future warranty. The site was selected in a central location especially to increase the 

impact area of the proposed solution. 

d. Present Physical Characteristics of the Site: Because the area is sloped, many 

stairs and retaining walls exist. The slope of the area allows the bay vista to be observed from 

each point. There are some free areas seen on the intersections of the roads. Multi-storeyed 

apartment buildings constructed lately have taken place surrounding the area. Almost every 

house in the area had a private garden small or big. 

e. Social Risks Specific to the Site: The existing retaining walls in the site have cut 

the social relations between neighborsat some places. The stairs are inefficientfor the 

handicapped and old people. Since there isn’t anydeterminate structure for the social area use, 

social potentials of these areas are uncertain. Multi-storeyed structures located around the area 

cuts the communication of the area with the neighboringdistricts. 

These high-rise buildings are not compatiblewith the current earthquake regulation and 

have remained uncared because of high maintenance costs. Public green areas for children to 

play and for old people and families to spend time are insufficient and unsafe. 

 

DESIGN DECISIONS 

a. The Basic Decisions: What will be applied in this area was to make a renovationto 

create a sense of ‘belonging’, which would disable the threat of alienation. Therefore the 

selected method is to design social nodes of varying densities for the residents in order to 

reintroduce the social bonds. Another issue to be considered while making this is the 

economic possibilities. In this regard, the compulsory closed area dimensions were kept in 



minimum to reach the most economical solution, so the open areas are considered to be 

reinforcing the social and economic values. 

b. Site Specific Application Decisions: Two major focus points were determined on 

our area. The first one is located in an area with easy access, low sloped, and close to the 

public buildings. A square which encompasses several social nodes thatorganize people’s 

daily activities from all ages and meet some of their basic needs was proposedfor thisfocus. 

While the registered structures around the square can be used as public education centers, 

grocery, tailor and gathering places, the square itself can be used as the local market on 

specific days of the week and for marketing the products made in the public education centers 

in the remaining days. This was a part of the proposed system, the income of which could 

support sustainable attraction. At the same time, the green areas suggested in the square are 

proposed to provide opportunities for children to play, the old and families to spend time or 

have a picnic.  

The second focus pointis located within a residential area surrounded with registered 

buildings, which has a direct approach to gardens and streets and a view of the entirebay vista. 

A connection with a pedestrian axis was provided between these two focus points. 

This connection provided the circulation between private housing units of the neighborhood. 

c. System Design: In order to sustain theneighborhood relations which are one of 

the most important components of the sense of belonging, different types of users can reach 

their residences through the communal areas in the design proposal. The locations of the 

structures have been designed by considering the communal areas and almost all the gardens 

and green areas areshared by at least two units. 

For the current registered structures, a variety of functions are considered on the condition 

that it addresses the local community. Stairs, one of the most important access equipment of 



the area, define the faces of the living areas with their half-turn features, and there by they 

were designed to be converted into observation platforms where adequate. 

Regarding the combination of the types, units addressing the family accommodation were 

located at the centers of other unit saddressing different age groups with different 

characteristics; so as to enable a joint socialization. The unit locations were arranged 

according to the slopeto provide common gardens and terraces without cutting the view of 

each other. While the variations in the combination of the units provide the opportunity for 

joint use, they have the potential of keeping the economic condition and social relations of 

each other strengthened. For instance, the care of the elderly owners may be provided by a 

younger neighbor making this in return for money, or families can provide a similar 

opportunity for the university students. What is aimed here is to keep the social relations both 

flexible and strong. 

By superposing the facade or locating the units over one another or side by side, it was aimed 

to keep the cost of construction and fuel use at minimum. Moreover, it was aimed to keep the 

cost of excavation by preserving the existing condition of topography as much as possible. 

 

APPLICATION DECISIONS: 

Structural system in the application was designed with reinforced concrete for being the most 

economic priced construction material in Turkey. In order to decrease the cost even more, 

prefabricated elements with standardized joints and dimensioning were preferred, specifically 

regarding the shortened construction time and eliminated mould-work prices. It was also 

targeted that the prefabricated reinforced concrete construction elements would allow 

adaptation to new needs of the residents changing in time with their demountable and reusable 

features. 



The units are adapted to the site as they arecombined by preserving the main idea in 

accordance with the varieties that the slope provides. 

a. Work Plan: Upon the approval of the Project, the in habitants of a sample region 

selected in the area take charge in the construction of their own houses together with the 

contracted professional builders, during the construction process. In this process, the owners 

are hosted by the owners living out of the construction area. This method also helps to regain 

the lost neighborhood and solidarity feeling which has been a fundamental problem.  

 

b. Cost Calculation:With the prefabricated reinforced concrete construction system, 

the flexibility to meet the spatial changes in the user needs and sparingboth time and cost of 

mould-work could be possible. Additionally, the recycling of reusable materials in the 

buildings subject to cycling is considered. In accordance with these inputs, the unit cost is 

estimated around 185 EURO per m2
1
. In other words, in an area where a 25 m2 prototype 

exists, the total cost to be paid for demolishing, excavation and construction processes is 

approximately 4600 Euro. Since the inhabitants are low income people, a payment plan could 

be organized to be divided into small installments to be paid as the construction process 

continues, conforming to the income of the in habitant. 

                                                           
1
This price is calculated according to the current unit prices determined by the Turkish Chamber of Architects. 


