
HOUSES FOR A CHANGE – SKYSCRAPERS IN SERIES

The project is developing the subject of low cost housing, regarding specially 

thinking about what it means today this term. In fact, today the low cost can 

be understood not only from the point of view of monetary economic term, but 

also from the aspect of man’s responsibility about the need to preserve the 

scarce resources available on our planet.

So the idea of low cost matches with the residential modules which reduce 

devastating impact of building on the territory and environmental ecosystem, 

environmental resource on which most  impacts the subject of low cost is defi-

nitely the use of the soil.

Thus lack of exploitation of land is an issue more relevant than ever, specially if 

analysis at the base of this project is developed by examining the development 

of large cities and for those that are deemed to be their big emergencies, such 

as the slums, favelas , villa miseria, bidonvilles, shantytowns, etc. But also the 

relatives far away from these phenomena such as the “Borgate Romane”. The 

concept of Borgate Romane born in suburbs of the capital of Italy in fact during 

the fascist period, since it was needed for relocating inhabitants of central zone 

of the city of Rome and move them from their homes, raze the ground which 

was the subject of transformation by Mussolini’s order. Around this sort of “ offi-

cial villages ” desired by Mussolini are located in an spontaneous manner other 

real and proper illegal buildings, which they had an overmuch development 

especially the first 50 years after the end of World War II, with the economic 

boom and the arrival of migrants from southern Italy, until the end of the 70th. 



In front of this huge expansion was recorded in any case deep backwardness 

of services and infrastructure. The building speculation in fact, created villages 

in a size of a quarter, but without all the infrastructure necessary to lead an in-

dependent and civilized life. The lack of essential infrastructure is compounded 

by the lack of spaces and recreational and cultural facilities. Next after the 70th 

with the adoption of urban policies which was more focused on social aspects 

of housing, interventions were carried out to recover these villages. In particu-

lar with the introduction of PEEP (Piani-Edilizia-Economica-Popolare).Today, 

the villages have been almost absorbed by the expansion of the cities but the 

problems that generated them have not been fully resolved.

This project is located in the context of Borgata Romana, in particular  in Greg-

na St. Andrea Zone, located in the south-west suburbs of the city of Rome. 

They were built illegally on the lands and subsequently remedied with the 

building amnesties. These dense urban fabrics are composed of residential of 

2-5 floors with private garden and an small industrial building. The rest of the 

areas which are not object of building interventions are few ,therefore for doing 

any operation they first should be reasoned. 

Aim of the project is to use these open pieces left in the city, using them as an 

excellence modules which are characterized of minimum usage of lands: high 

rise building with low level of use of lands correspond with the intention of the 

leaving the ground floor of the buildings as a public space for the communities. 

These spaces are available for the residents of the neighborhoods , a place 

where they could use it for different activities. 

The building takes advantage of the modularity and prefabrication, and the 

speed of assembly and site preparation, as has been verified that can lower 



from 20% to 30% of the costs manufacturing. The tower is developed for a 

maximum of 20 floors and consists of a central structure in steel, with stairs 

and elevators. This structure supports in the roof photovoltaic panels, wind 

power and a crane, which is used in the phase where the modules are placed. 

the central structure serves to stiffen and have resistance against the horizontal 

forces and the second self-supporting structure composed of these modules.

The prefabricated and transportable modules could arrive assembled in the 

site. These modules are very similar to the containers. The standard contain-

ers could carry around 15800 kg/m2 and could be assembled on 10 floors. The 

structure of these modules are inspired by containers with some modification 

such as raising it’s resistance to 20 floors. The building has 5 wind turbine and 

an area of 610 m2 of photovoltaic panels, also every module can collect the 

rain water and direct it in a large tank at the base of the building. There are 2 

types of apartments: one is 61 m2 which consists of living room, kitchen, dou-

ble bedroom, single bedroom and bathroom, and the other one is 44 m2 with 

living room, kitchen, bedroom and bathroom. The idea is to build the future 

inhabitants an essential apartment which can later be extended with the pur-

chase and installation of panels provided by the manufacturer, in this case they 

could create also new spaces in the apartments.

BUDGET

Structure of foundation                                                                                71 €/m2

Supporting structures                                                                                   96 €/m2

pavements                                                                                                     54 €/m2

Roofs and ceiling                                                                                          39 €/m2



stairs and lifts                                                                                                 45 €/m2

External frames                                                                                           158 €/m2

bathrooms and kitchen                                                                                56 €/m2

modular blocks                                                                                           557 €/m2

Plants system                                                                                              313 €/m2

Crane                                                                                                               8   €/m2

Technical expenses                                                                                  103   €/m2

TOTAL COST OF APARTMENTS                                                           1500   €/m2


