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Saltillo is a capital city in northeastern Mexico, and is the 19th metropolitan zone of the country, 

with a population of 823,123. The city is established in a mountain-surrounded valley, with a semi-

arid climate and receives few rain in summer and winter; it has an average temperature of 17 °C. 

The summer season can reach 38 °C, while in winter the temperature can lower to below 0 °C. 

The lack of housing is no longer an issue in Mexico, there are, currently, 5 million units of abando-

ned homes in the country, mostly because of the construction conditions, lack of basic services, 

infrastructure and the incorrect practices of the government with the construction industry.

The repetition of a typology focused in a family is usually the only choice in the market. Besides, 

there is no diversity in typology, density, nor necessary uses for the creation of a healthy and dyna-

mic environment. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci 

tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum 

iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit 

augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option congue 

nihil imperdiet doming id quod mazim placerat facer possim assum. Typi non habent claritatem ins

PROBLEM: SPRAWL IN MEXICO CITIES.  The intense  constructions of social housing without 

planning in Mexico, has generated a huge damage in the quality of life of the population in Mexico. 

Nowadays, the excessive growth is the main cause of the problems in urban infrastructure and 

social problems(fig. 1).  The biggest damage so far of this kind of construction is the creation of a 

collective conscience in favor of horizontal housing and the search for an individual piece of land, 

forgetting about the benefits of a well-organized city, of densification and public space, causing that 

any collective house proposal is difficult to accept from the market and society’s perception. (fig. 2). 

N E I G H B O R H O O D   V I L L A 

Each unit has a minimum of 3 facades to keep natural illumi-

nation and ventilation. The stairs are elements that mark exte-

riors spaces; the terraces and the front yard are used for circula-

tions and access to the units, and the dorsal patios are used for 

coexistence of the occupiers. 

GROUND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR THIRD FLOOR

NORTH FACADE EAST FACADE WEST FACADE SOUTH FACADE

The usual green areas of a social house is around 30 sq. meters between the front and backyard, 

Neighborhood villa come up also with terraces to complemente the back and front yards (183 sq 

meters) which are useful spaces for the people’s circulation and coexistence.

TYPOLOGIES.  The complex is conformed by 6 houses, and 3 different typologies. In the ground 

floor there are two dwellings, type A of 65 sq mt., the conventional housing. In the second floor, 

there are two units, type B of 32 sq met each, and is a studio typology. In the third floor, two duplex 

units, type C of 65 sq mt. 

A link between the urban life and the current social housing market .

TYPOLOGY A :  1st floor 

CONVENTIONAL: 65 m2

·Kitchen: 9.1 m2      

·Living room: 15.3 m2

·Tv room: 10.3 m2   

TYPOLOGY B:  2nd floor

STUDIO: 32 m2 

·Kitchen:  6 m2      

·Bathroom: 5.4 m2   

·Bedroom: 8.2 m2   

FACADE SECTION

3. SITE. LA HIBERNA. SALTILLO, MEXICO. 4. REFERENCE: HOUSE OF THE FILM “MON ONCLE”. 

1. SPRAWL IN MEXICO CITIES

2. ORDINARY SOCIAL HOUSING TERRAIN DISTRIBUTION.

 5. DIAGRAMS:  

GARDEN & TERRACE  THREE TYPOLOGIES

NEIGHBORHOOD VILLA IN AN URBAN CONTEXT

STUDIO LIVING ROOM VIEW FROM THE DUPLEX WINDOWAROUND THE CORNER. SITE

TYPOLOGY C: 4th and 3th floor  

DUPLEX: 65 m2

·Kitchen:  9.5m2           

·Tv room: 5.7m2            

·Bathroom: 5.1 m2

·Bedroom 1: 14.25 m2   

·Bedroom 2: 12.75 m2

·Living room: 10.4 m2

·Bathroom 1: 6.5 m2

·Bedroom 1: 10.2 m2     

·Bedroom 2: 10.2 m2

HOUSE ON HOUSE

SOLUTION & AFFORDANCE: SOCIAL & MARKET ACCEPTANCE. The improvement of the urban 

context depends in the acceptance for living in spaces with density and sharing common places. The 

proposal suggests a link-up between the high and low-density housing. The ensemble of 6 organi-

zed houses in one volume using a third of the land normally used for 6 social houses (630 square 

meters vs. 255 square meters), which makes it more feasible to obtain smaller pieces of land closer 

to the city. (fig. 5) 

·  HOUSES FOR CHANGE COMPETITION.  SOCIAL HOUSING AT THE NORTH OF MEXICO ·

·Living 
 room:  9.5 m2
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