
INTRODUCTION 

In the recent decades the city center of Recife (Pernambuco, Brazil) has suffered 

degradation and abandonment. With the displacement of housing and high average income to 

the suburb, the center was occupied by daytime trades and irregular dwellings. And although it 

is an apt space for the implementation of quality housing, infrastructure is not used properly and 

there are many underutilized sites. 

The proposal is a mixed-use building for a group of sites, currently serving as car 

parking, located on Aurora Street, enabling the transition from the street to the Machado de 

Assis Square, also used as parking lot. 

The proposal, inspired by the Unité d' Habitation, located in Marseille, by Le Corbusier, 

is aimed to relocate the residents of irregular damaged dwellings - the tenements, located in the 

historical houses nearby the intervention area, called sobrados, in Portuguese. The intention is 

to promote decent living conditions for these people, while implies a redevelopment for the 

sites. 

The proposal was based on the consideration of local realities in socio-economic and 

cultural-historical terms, prioritizing the adoption of sustainable solutions, including the choice of 

materials and use of natural resources and exploitation potential of the sites involved. One 

important projectual concern deals with the recovery of local built memory expressed through 

existing buildings, composed by old houses and modern buildings. Besides the benefits to the 

residents, the project retake contact with the major river that runs through the city, the 

Capibaribe River, and provides green areas that offer a gasp in the space. 

As a consequent interpretation of Fábula de um Arquiteto, a poetry by an important poet 

of the city, João Cabral de Melo Neto, the building intends to meet with the needs of the man, 

serving as a space in where that man can feel as a part of the place with adequate housing 

conditions, as a first right of his: 

"Architecture as building doors, 

open , or how to build the open; 

build , not as island and arresting, 

nor build as close secret; 

build open, ( ... ) doors . " 



TENEMENTS IN CENTER CITY REEF 

In Brazil, since the late nineteenth century the popular classes have been occupying the 

irregular spaces in the city. However, with the expertise of its center in services and banking 

sectors, there is an increasing encouragement of residents of houses to leave the center as a 

place of residence, favoring the deterioration of buildings and increasing tenements. It results in 

insecurity and mobility problems. In these tenements, the residents are part of a segregated 

environment, socially excluded. In some streets nearby the intervention area streets – Alegria 

Street, Veras’ Street and Matriz Street, it is possible to see the current status of the surrounding 

tenements, exposing the alarming precarious conditions of lives of its residents who are low-

income families. These buildings are at risk of collapse, with infrastructure and degraded 

facades. But if these buildings were restored, the local memory could be preserved and the old 

residents would receive decent housing. 

 

THE CONCEPT OF BUILDING PASS  

Besides the proposition of decent housing for residents of the tenements, the proposed 

building enables local requalification and implies a new value, as it is a space that allows 

socialization and interaction with the city. In Paris, at the time when the streets were degraded 

in the last century, the use of the building pass was adopted as an alternative. 

To ensure the vibrancy and the connection between the building and its surroundings, 

an interior courtyard that extends and joins with the Machado de Assis Square, which is in 

parallel with the Aurora Street, is proposed. The access to it is by two asymmetrical portals of 

7.5 meters-high, which mark the entrances of the building and attract people in the street to 

discover an indoor space, implying a  character of surprise for the user at the same time that 

rescue the memory of old portals, which existed in the city in the early twentieth century. 

The paging floor differs the areas of residence and stay, providing a familiar and cozy 

character. Translating this space for the concept of Pocket Park – small living green areas for 

socialization, service and trade shops were placed on the ground floor, directed to the courtyard 

and also to Aurora Street and Machado de Assis Square. Besides acting as a redoubt to 

residents, the building provides a pleasant access to the residence of them.  



In the other floors there are duplex with the east facade focused on Aurora Street, and 

the West one on Machado de Assis Square. On the top floor there is the terrace for glimpse of 

the surrounding landscape, in particular the one formed by Capibaribe River and Sol Street.  

The transition from stay, provided by housing and leasure areas, and pass, through the portals 

and shops, generates a balance translating the concept of building pass. 

At the center of Recife, especially in the second half of the twentieth century, the 

construction of mixed-use buildings, with trade and services on the ground floor and dwellings 

on the other ones, created a dynamism to the place. However, with the decrease in demand for 

housing in the center, it changed. So, the resumption of the adoption of this use emphasizes the 

local vitality with the flow generated by the nearby historic São Luiz Cinema - with great cultural 

influence to the site, the existing mixed-use buildings of the past century and the intense flow of 

vehicles and pedestrians. Moreover, the shops on the ground floor allow the generation of 

income for the possible owners, since they can rent them. 

  

THE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE ENVIRONMENT 

In the intervention area, the buildings that surround the sites belong to different 

historical periods, consisted of sobrados of the nineteenth century and twentieth century 

buildings. The proposition of the new building to the place considered na insertion into the 

landscape and do not objectify to injure it. The allusion to the sobrados is related to the number 

of floors and the volumetry and the reference to the twentieth buildings is referred to the 

proportion and geometry. So, the proposed building is configured as a dialogue between them, 

harmoniously complementing the landscape. This is supplemented with the requalification of  

Machado de Assis Square. It aims to rescue its primary function, that is being a square and not 

a parking, complementing the projetual balance while recognizes the potential of a landscape 

apparently overlooked by buildings and people around. In additon, it benefits the local 

microclimate generating thermal comfort. 

 

PARKING 

Near the area there is one of the major bus corridor of the city, which allows transport to many 

parts of the city, generating intense daily flow. In order to appreciate and avail it, the possibility 



of establishment of parking for cars was ruled out, inverting the hierarchy of vehicles in the 

region, giving priority to pedestrians. For cars, the parking solution is to use existing vacancies 

on the streets around. Nevertheless, the use of bicycle parking was considered.  

 

THE FACADES 

In the east and west facades there is the use of bamboo panels horizontally in parallel, 

which in addition to controlling the entry of light by offering environmental comfort propose a 

dynamism to it and are in warm tones, emphasizing the significance of Aurora Street - which 

receives the first rays of sun of the neighborhood. Adding, there is the entrance portal that 

invites the man to experience architectural space and makes the transition to the Machado 

de Assis Square, beyond the patio in the fifth facade that allows a glimpse of the poetic 

landscape of Capibaribe River and Sol Street with modern buildings and historical sobrados. 

The balconies on the east and west facades help to control solar radiation and connect the 

interior to the exterior. In both panes it allows the use of natural lighting, taking advantage of this 

energy, a strong characteristic of tropical hot and humid coastal climate. 

 

THE PROGRAM 

Access to the building is possible by Aurora Street or through the Machado de Assis 

Square. The absence of walls, besides proposing a visual permeability enables a direct relation 

with the sidewalk so that the street and the public space of the building become one, 

reinforcing the importance of experiencing the city space. 

The general dimension of the building is 42m x 49m based on the 7x7m modulation. 

The project is consisted of seven floors with a total of 18 stores, including 16 related to services 

in general and 2 as restaurants on the ground floor. In the other floors there is a total of 72 

apartments with dimensions of 14m x 3.5m, making a retelling of houses, characterized by the 

long length and narrow width. 

The choice of the number of floors respects the local legislation, due to its extension to 

the boundaries of the sites. Each apartment has 49m² and they are distributed on three types of 

floorplan, varying in length and width. Each apartment has a ceiling height corresponding to the 

face of the porch of 5 meters-high, and sometimes a ceilinged mezzanine of 2.5 meters-high. 



The access to the apartments is possible upon by the Pocket Park through two central 

elevators, located at opposite poles, connected to corridors that give private access. 

 

STRUCTURE AND MATERIALS  

The structure and materials used were chosen prioritizing the good relation between 

cost-benefit and considering the speed of execution. The building is metal frame structured. The 

pillars are H shape 0.40 x 0.40 m profile. The slab of steel deck type, provides flexibility in 

production and demand less labor-intensive, reducing construction costs. The metal beams (I 

shape) have height of 0.4m equivalent width of each apartment. The internal sealing walls are 

reinforced mortar boards with a thickness of 0.06 m, by setting up a gap between the walls of 

0.03 m which provides acoustic comfort. The walls have a plaster coating. The stairs gifts have 

the floor mortar and a metal support. 

 

BUDGET 

Considering the cost-benefit applied in the project, and based on the Basic Unit Cost 

(CUB) system that evaluates per m² property, we have an average of £294.81 per sqm. Thus, 

the expense for affordable housing of 49 m² is around £14,000.00. The project was divided into 

72 modules housing totaling a value of £1,042,000.00.  

The cost of the stores located on the ground floor are provided by private investments 

which will reduce the total cost. 

 


