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Houses for Change  
Local action, global Impact 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Area 
 

This project is located in the capital city of Albania, Tirana. The Municipality of Tirana is located 

at (41.33°N, 19.82°E) in Tirana District, Tirana County, about 32 kilometers (20 mi) inland. Tirana's 

average altitude is 110 meters (360 ft) above sea level and its highest point measures 1,828 m 

(5,997.38 ft) at Mali me Gropa. The city is mostly surrounded by hills, with Dajti Mountain on the 

east and a slight valley opening on the north-west overlooking the Adriatic Sea in the distance. 

The Tirana river runs through the city, as does the Lana stream. The city borders the surrounding 

municipalities of Paskuqan, Dajt, Farkë, Vaqarr, Kashar and Kamëz. 

The city has four artificial lakes: the Tirana Artificial Lake around which was built the Big Park, 

Paskuqani Lake, Farka Lake, and Tufina Lake. 

Tirana is on the same parallel as Naples, Madrid, Istanbul, and New York, and on the same 

meridian as Budapest and Kraków 

 

Outlook 

Although much has been achieved, critics argue that there is no clear vision on Tirana's future. 
Some of the pressing issues facing Tirana are loss of public space due to illegal and chaotic 
construction, unpaved roads in suburban areas, degradation of Tirana's Artificial Lake, 
rehabilitation of Skanderbeg Square, an ever present smog, the construction of a central bus 
station, and lack of public parking space. Future plans include the construction of the Multimodal 
Station of Tirana and the tram line, rehabilitation of the Tirana River area, construction of a new 
boulevard along the former Tirana Railway Station, and the finishing of the Big Ring Road. 

 

Climate 

Tirana has a humid subtropical climate (Cfa in the Köppen climate classification) and receives just 
enough summer precipitation to avoid Köppen's Csa Mediterranean climate classification since 
every summer month has more than 40 millimetres (1.6 in) of rainfall, with hot and moderately 
dry/humid summers, and cool and wet winters. 

 

Demographics 

According to preliminary data from the 2011 national census, the population of Tirana within city 
limits is 421,286. Tirana County, which can be viewed as a metropolitan area, has a population 
of 763,634. Many large towns and villages within the county have merged with the city, due to 
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urban sprawl, so they can be viewed as suburbs of Tirana. Some of the large suburbs, listed as 
separate towns, are Kamëz (67,301), Kashar (45,742), Paskuqan (37,313) and Farkë (22,713). Thus 
the urban area of Tirana has a population close to 600,000. When it comes to Religion, followers 
of Muslim Religion represent 55.9% of the population, while large Christian and atheist minorities 
collectively make up 44.1% of the population.  

In 1703, Tirana had about 4,000 inhabitants and by 1820 the number tripled to 12,000. The first 
census conducted a few years after becoming capital showed a total population of 10,845. During 
the 1950s, Tirana experienced rapid industrial growth and the population increased to about 
137,000. After the end of communist rule in 1991, Tirana experienced its fastest population 
growth when people from rural areas moved to the capital for better economic opportunities. In 
1990, Tirana had 250,000 inhabitants, but the large-scale influx increased the population to well 
over 500,000. Stemming from historical migratory waves, Tirana is known for its hospitality 
represented in many traditional songs with the warm hospitality symbols of 'bread', 'salt', and 
'heart'. 

 

Historical population of Tirana 
 

Year 1703 1820 1923 1937 1955 1985 2001 2011 

Population 4,000 12,000 10,845 35,000 108,200 200,000 597,899 763,634 

 

Districts and planning 

The Municipality of Tirana is divided into 11 administrative units referred to as Njësi Bashkiake 
(Municipal units). These have their own mayor and council, and sometimes are known as Mini-
Bashki (Mini-Municipality). 

In 2000, the centre of Tirana from the central campus of Tirana University up to Skanderbeg 
Square was declared the place of Cultural Assembly, and given state protection. The historical 
core of the capital lies around pedestrian only Murat Toptani Street, while the most prominent 
city district is Blloku. Once a secluded and heavily guarded Politbureau residential area, it has 
turned into a district where the young and fashionable fill the clubs and cafes. Tirana's influential 
elite live in the village of Selita on Tirana's outskirts. The area is famous for its villa architecture. 

Until recently the city lacked a proper address system. In 2010, the municipality undertook the 
installing of street name signs and entrance numbers while every apartment entrance was 
physically stamped.  
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Urban planning 

Half a dozen urban plans for Tirana prepared by consultants have included proposals on how to 
guide development. In 1995, Regional Consulting, a Vienna-based urban planning firm funded by 
the Austrian government prepared a master plan for Tirana. In 1995, a Land Management Task 
Force composed of Albanian urban planners, PADCO (a US-based consulting firm), GHK (UK-based 
consulting firm), and the Graduate School of Design of Harvard University prepared a preliminary 
structural plan for the Tirana metropolitan area. The plan was updated by PADCO in 2002 into a 
Strategic Plan for Greater Tirana, which covered the metropolitan area. 

In 2002, two German consultants, GTZ GmbH (German Technical Cooperation), and IOER 
(Institute of Ecological and Regional Development) compiled a development study for the Tirana-
Durrës region. Two other site plans for the city center were prepared in 2003 and 2010 by French 
Architecture Studio, and Belgian architectural firm 51N4E respectively. In 2007, a larger strategic 
plan for this region followed up made by two UK-based firms, Landell Mills Development 
Consultants and Buro Happold. 

Most of these proposal's did not go through the established approval procedures and have 
unclear legal status. The preparation of a new master plan for Tirana was under way for almost 
a decade (2002–2011). Two interim reports prepared by Urbaplan - a Swiss consultant, and 
CoPlan - an Albanian urban planning institute were released in 2007 and 2008 respectively.  
However, the plan was turned down by the National Planning Council of Albania (KRRTRSH). In 
the meantime, the Municipality announced in 2011 that a new regulatory plan would be 
prepared within 2012. 

The area of intervention is on campus. It is an area of 7575 m2, which is owned by the state and 
is currently degraded. This space can be used to develop the Project for people in needs or for 
students.  

 

Concept 

The concept has to do with the use of space and maintaining a standard. Seeing housing 
typologies in Tirana we understand that the tendency is to be built in more than one floor. 
Concept is selected as wrapping the space. This approach also makes it possible a reflection on 
orientation and climatic conditions of Tirana. Openings in object also respect sun angle to get the 
maximum in winter and the minimum in the summer 
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Project 
 

The houses are built by north-south orientation. It is considered as a cube with dimensions of 5m 
x 5m x 5m but with some lateral extensions. It is 50% transparent to introduce light and take the 
warmth in winter while in summer the extensions help the house to stay cool. It is divided into 
two floors and communicates with internal stairs. In the ground floor we have the living room, 
the dining room and the kitchen. On the first floor there are the bedrooms which is portable and 
allows to have more space. This floor is equipped with a library and a place to study if the student 
needs to use it. Within this floor it is included the toilet who fulfills the needs of people who will 
use this house. 
 
This house is built with metal construction to have a greater flexibility which allows it to be 
transported to another place. It is made of cheap materials and stable. In this project it is used 
alukubondi, gypsum walls and wood. Furniture are very standard and composed of cheap 
materials too. 
 
 

Business plan  
 

As it is mentioned above, this project, will be built for people in need or for students. The purpose 

is not to compete with other apartments in which may live more than 2 people, but to be a good 

solution and cost much lower for those people who cannot afford large expenses. Viewed from 

this perspective, the costs of construction of these houses will be very low compared to the costs 

that would have other buildings. That is because the materials cost less and are thermal 

insulation. The spaces are not big but are useful 100%. Placement of furniture is made in such 

way as to be portable, and thus not only save space, but also to reduce the cost. The materials 

are also recyclable.  

 

Budget 
 

 


