
CHACANA`S HOUSING
HOUSE FOR CHANGE

HFC1576



SOCIO - CULTURAL ENVIROMENT

The migration into the city occurred in the mid-twentieth century, and it has 

produced sociocultural phenomena, the new habitants of the city, thus 

creating a hybrid mestizo culture (colony), syncretic and that struggles daily 

between exclusion and inclusion its border identity, mixed with adopted 

urban Aymara culture, buts without losing the cultural traits of their 

ancestors or indigenous peasants, customs, beliefs, myths, superstitions 

and habits that have been mimicking the global culture. (On view of the 

Andean world, the human, the natural and the spiritual are inseparable, 

they are in a constant dynamic interaction.

The notion that people have to interact with both the natural world and the 

spiritual, means that not should only develop knowledge and skills to 

survive physically  but must also relate to the inner world.

The ritual is understood as a spiritual activity, carried out by humans to 

create the right conditions for a social event or item you want to happen. 

Thus, rituals are performed to all major social and productive activities, 

khoa, Challa, veneration of the Earth (Pachamama) mother. Rituals persist 

and blend into an urban and global context, where the symbolic part is 

reflected in the facades of their houses, showing colorful walls, reminiscent 

of aguayos (A Aguayo is a rectangular garment worn in Bolivia, backpack, 

shelter or ornament, particularly by women of Indian descent.'s a pinstripe 

contrasting colors.

Although it is native to the highlands, its use has spread to lower population 

by immigration highland areas. Usually the mantles are very colorful with 

stripes of alternating colors and stripes with simple figures.) And leaving 

parts of the building material seen, brick, used only as a building material, is 

used as a symbol of social status, as a symbol of progress of the family 

when they get to the city.
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THE HABITAT PROPOSED:

Combine:

- The technical and esthetic

- The role and symbol

- Productivity and social relationship

In this global maelstrom, we understand architecture, from its cultural 

aspects, and how you can support the opposite of offshoring phenomenon, 

regionalization, from a symbolic terrain, full of customs and cultural values  , 

and environmental issues in a country deeply rooted in these beliefs and 

customs.

The " Chacana or Andean cross " (Quechua origin) a bridge to the top, 

suggests a stepped pyramid and indicates the union of the low and the 

higher, the earth and the sun , the man and the higher. The Chacana has 

conflicting components in male and female, earth and sky , up, down time 

and space and a ladder was the highest . Therefore we believe that social 

house is a step to equity. Social housing must be an investment and not an 

expense.

For the design of housing we identified 5 fundamental variables that 

families on their own are not able to do.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

We seek a design that uses form in a strategic way:

- High densities at low altitude (which allow us to buy well-located land in the 

city)

  - Possibility of future growth (I must grow at least 35%)

  - NO overcrowding

The design of social housing has to be able to increise monetary value over 

time.  It must be and investment not an expense.

1. Location

2. Urban Layout

3. Position of house in the lot

4. Structure to the final size

5. DNA of a middle class house

1. Time and Space

2. Representing the ideal world

3. Earth and Sun

4. Symbol of sowing and reaping

5. Union between high and low

5 symbolic dualities5 design variables
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The relation between the Andean symbols and overcoming poverty

Urban design:

 Defined by solar and wind directions, prevailing, thus generating spaces of 

shadow projected into the house in summer and narrow spaces between 

houses, creating wind tunnels, and avoiding cold air fluctuations within the 

same. The property located in a strategic location in the urban area of the 

city of Cochabamba, proximity to the networking opportunities, natural 

recreation areas, (the Alalay lagoon) sports recreation spaces, educational 

spaces, schools, universities, medical centers, close work without however 

possible to pay soils having high enough densities.

Strategic location of the houses (cultural landscape, the house on the 

building)

Houses are situated in such a way to cover at least 50 % of the front of the 

lot, they are placed so zigzag vertical, one above the another so leaving 

voids in the gaps where future auto growths arise , controlled and 

calculated , for a better use of space and materials , also allowing each 

family to appropriate the space according to your way the sociocultural 

context of each person , which is then verified in the treatment of the 

facades and interior spaces amoldaran to such customs.

The living space, built with traditional local materials deeply rooted in the 

context of the site, so the whole structure of H º A º external enclosures 

gambota brick arises , thus achieving sufficient thermal mass to withstand 

sudden changes in temperature, day to night because of the temperate 

climate - dry , the city of Cochabamba.
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N Items Unit Amount Price per Unit Subtotal

1 Land Purchase GL. 1,00 5.000,00 5.000,00

2 Foundations m3 3,00 214,00 642,00

5 Concrete beams m3 8,00 182,00 1.456,00

6 Concrete colums m3 1,80 182,00 327,60

7 Concrete slab m3 26,25 150,00 3.937,50

8 brick wall m3 14,25 10,00 142,50

9 Window U 7,00 100,00 700,00

10 Door U. 2,00 75,00 150,00

11 Electricity GL. 1,00 300,00 300,00

12 Plumbing GL. 1,00 500,00 500,00

13 Roof m2 26,25 70,00 1.837,50

14.993,10
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COST OF A UNIT
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