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INTRODUCTION 

It is believed that a dense, affordable housing scheme would be of benefit to the area selected. Kingʼs 

Wharf is located in San – Fernando, the second largest city in the twin island state of Trinidad and 

Tobago in the Caribbean. From the site analysis, it is clear that the downtown area of the city is in need 

of a public recreational area n the vicinity of the current commercial and civic centres of the city. The site 

chosen, Kingʼs Wharf, has the potential of being such a place. There is a small informal settlement 

within the area, and it is therefore envisioned that the dense housing scheme would be integrated into 

the area with other interventions that would facilitate such development.  

 

SITE —  Kingʼs Wharf, San-Fernando, Trinidad.  

 



HFC 1620 

Located in the southern region of 

Trinidad, the area was originally an 

Amerindian fishing village. During colonial 

times, development centred around the 

waterfront, and Kingʼs Wharf served as 

an important trade and transport hub 

throughout subsequent years. Presently, 

the area of Kingʼs Wharf serves as an 

important transport hub; located in the 

area are the public bus terminal, and a 

ferry service which runs between the city 

and the countryʼs capital Port – of – 

Spain, and maxi-taxi and taxi stands. The 

area still supports an active fishing trade, 

with a fish market operating on most days 

of the week. However, Kingʼs Wharf is no 

as attractive as it once was . Along Kingʼs 

wharf, an informal settlement which 

includes some fishermen, has established itself. While some of these occupants have only recently 

moved into the area, there has been a long tradition of this informal settlement in this area with some 

people having been there for more than 30 years.  There has been much talk of redevelopment of the 

area for numerous years without fruition. However recently, the talk of regeneration saw renewed 

interest with request for proposals, and implementation of other projects. While it may be possible to 

help relocate some of the persons settled there, it is evident that a significant proportion of these people 

would choose to remain within the vicinity.  

 

PROPOSAL 

A mixed-use dense housing strategy.  

The people already living there, have established community ties and relationships, and would prefer to 

remain as close to their current location as possible.  Incorporating commercial units on the ground floor 

of the proposal will help integrate the building into a larger scheme with the public.  
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The building proposal can be broken down into two main parts. The first part is the base building which 

comprises the structure, services [stairs, lift, and utility space such as communal laundry areas for each 

floor]. The second part comprises the living and ground floor commercial units. Commercial units would 

be basic modules to be fitted out by tenants. The residential units take place on the floors above. The 

number of floors can be adjusted as necessary based on contributing factors such as number of units 

needed, structural / site restrictions and budget.  

 

The concept for the proposal is grealty influenced by looking into the work of Chilean architect, 

Alejandro Aravena.  Inspired by these works, the following factors served as the starting point:  

— minimal cost.  

— long term viability  

— modularity and flexiblility.   

 

Minimal costs would be achieved mainly through using easily sourced, common, readily available 

materials which would require little specialised equipment and construction techniques. Additionally, 

restricting what is provided to the minimum necessities. This list includes concrete columns and beams [ 

chosen instead of steel due to proximity to the salty ocean air], hollow concrete block, hollow clay 

blocks, simple timber panel walls, timber louvred panels, timber panel doors and galvanized steel mesh.  

 

It is believed that the sustainability and success of the project would lie in the fact that units are provided 

which comprise of two parts; a section which is suitable for immediate occupation, and a section which 

allows for future expansion undertaken by the inhabitants themselves. Removable panels are built into 

the timber panel walls, to facilitate this expansion into the provided space. Not only would this reduce 

costs, but allows each family more control over the spaces they occupy and they can expand and 

customize their spaces according to their needs and preferences. It is also believed that this would 

contribute to an increased sense of value and ownership as each family becomes responsible for their 

spaces. As they invest their time, and money over time, they would value their units more.  It would truly 

become their place to call home. This space can not only be configured for living but for working as well. 

An individual may use the space to facilitate some form of cottage industry if required, such as sewing, 

craft making, baking etc. The close proximity to the trans[ort hubs provide a ready market, thus allowing 

occupants an alternative means of support and/or increased earnings. 
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The concept of building in stages is not uncommon in Trinidad. A drive through rural, lower income and 

working class areas will show houses in various stages of completion. Families will build what they can 

afford with the intention of completing it in stages when they can. In some instances, it spans a 

generation, where parents will pass it along for their children to complete. 

 

The base building follows a regular grid. Using a kit of parts, residential units can be configured in a 

number of sizes as required. Using this method seems a suitable compromise between strict modularity 

and allowing for flexibility within the scheme. There is a range of families, not just in sizes, but in 

relationships as well. For instance, a family of five may comprise two parents, two children and an 

elderly grandparent or  two sisters one with one child and the other with two, co-habiting for a number of 

reasons such as financial and/or emotional support. This options would cater to a wide variety of family 

structures.  

 

Spaces provided in each unit include  

— open plan kitchen and living space —where fixed items include a sink and small worktop.  

— space for bedrooms.  

— bathroom - toilet, shower and face basin. 

— sheltered space for  future expansion as the occupants become more settled. Until these 

spaces are built up, families can still utilise them as break out or outdoor spaces.  

— a small balcony 

 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

Safety 

Building circulation would be highly visible, reducing the instances of hidden and concealed areas which 

where criminal activity can take place.  

Environmemtal 

Cross ventilation is achieved in all units through use of aligned openings and vented panels allowing for 

continuous airflow throughout.  

Rain water is collected and stored for use for flushing toilets. A pitched roof is concealed behind a 

parapet. Storage tanks are located on the ground floor.  
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BUSINESS PROPOSAL 

Start up capital will be needed. It is anticipated that this funding will be sought from a number of 

sources. In addition to what residents can afford, organisations, businesses, ngos, and the like would be 

approached to make investments. 

The first stage of construction will include the commercial units at the ground floor level.  The rent 

received would be put toward the construction of the rest of the proposal. With the proposed 

developments by the city council and government, it is anticipated that the appeal of the area will 

increase, as the infrastructure is developed. Together with the already established transport hubs, the 

flow of people will likely increase. Later on, the rent can go toward building maintenance, upkeep and 

improvements. 

Some of the labour can be sourced among the able bodied in the community. The materials used are 

ones commonly used in building within the country and do not require a higly specialised skill set. 

Familes will eventually be allowed to take ownership of units through a proposed rent to own scheme.  

keeping the construction costs low will reduce the total amount families would be required to pay.  

 

 


