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About Slums in Egypt 
 
Amidst the current transformation and morphologies in the 
Egyptian social and political structure it's vital to study, 
promote, and develop the socio-economic status, 
democracy, and urbanism levels along the different social 
strata. 
Informal settlements are one of the most important 
stakeholders on the issue of a developed, democratized, 
modernized and cultured society; lying in the way of cities 
future growth and expansion. They exist because of 
problems. They fight for their survival; disoriented fights 
causing reactional problems to surrounding 
neighborhoods, states, and eventually the whole country. 
An unpleasant process, if only well managed, can have the 
mutual long desired results by all; informal settlements 
residence, government and society. Where we'll be able to 
have our cities' future plans efficiently carried out. 
Informal settlements cover a wide area of Egypt. There is 
29 slums in Mansoura alone, let alone Cairo and 
Alexandria. Though they are known for being unplanned, 
unhealthy, unsecure and even some is unsafe, most of the 
residence are productive. There is two ways looking at it, 
either it is a reason dragging the whole society down and 
need to be removed, or it's an untapped source of 
undiscovered potentials worthy of investment. Either ways, 
without interaction and contact with the residents it's not 
possible determining the problem letting alone solving it. 
 



El Max In Alexandira 
 
El max is a fishing village, people mainly count on ship 
making, fishing and selling what they earn. They gather 
around the canal, and it is their focal point.  
 
In my approach to solving the unplanned and uncontrolled 
growth, reasons of attraction and focal points that affect 
the growth pattern should be evident. That’s aligned with 
El-max along with the surveying capabilities I had. El max 
holds great potential and not so big which makes it a great 
point to start testing a ‘change’ prototype. 

Approach and Economic feasibility 
 
First, to exploit the need of change,  then, 
Prove to the people that they can continue 
their normal activities but in a better living 
conditions, and eventually to guide them 
through the change and give them the space 
for further evolution. 
The concept is depending on what materials 
they afford already and how they build, on 
more emphasize on techniques on using 
recycled accessories or brick construction 
techniques. 
 
The design is Hexagon unit, including space for 
living, space for interaction with other people, 
space for more exposure. Private spaces for 
more life quality, semi- private spaces for 
more interaction and exposure to the outer 
community, accessibility paths are part of the 
unit design to emphasize that they also have 
responsibility towards their community. 
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The Joint; Hexagon 
 
In the A1 is elaboration for the Hexagon unit and its evolution pattern, emphasizing on basic 
space design and integration on the space. 
Here is more emphasize on design elements and material used. 
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